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Urban-Rural Linkages in the context of resettlement activities in Metro Manila

Parallel Sessions II - May 4th, 2022 16.00 - 17.30

Urban-Rural nexus

Hannes Lauer
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Coordinating WP 3 – Resilient Retreat (Planned & 

Managed Resettlement/Relocation)
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Limited livelihood opportunities, shortage of electricity, no 

stable water access, bad quality housing, abandoned houses
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Research focus

 Can we learn from resettlement experiences and    

practices and develop a pilot site/intervention?

 Which resettlement approaches have 

which effects?

 Can resettlement support resilience 

building?
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Dimension and distribution

• What are we talking about?

• Mostly Off-City developments: Urban – rural linkages?

At least 104.000 families live in “danger areas”  targets for retreat 

Approx. 580.000 “Informal Settler Families” = 3 Million individuals
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Large

Can time can heal wounds?

Safe?
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Lively 
neighbourhood

Monofunctional

Informal 
settlement

Major challenges and silos

• Livelihood!!

• (Future) climate hazards

• Build cities from scratch: Quality? Lively? 

Sustainability? Ownership?

• ‘Silos’: 

Governance –

• sending & receiving

• different levels (national agencies, LGU, people)

Planning and design

• Material, design, function

• Process

• A place to live is more than having a roof over the head



Some region specific opportunities

• Rural – urban value chains as income 

• Decentralization

• Other option than to resettle in the provinces? 

Real estate market, needs for decongestion 

(“Back to Your Province” program)

• Resettlement could guide decentralization e.g. 

along the new metro line

• Risk & climate change: Less exposure
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Goals and outlook

Pilot: Work on a better off-city site

Evaluation and Monitoring

01

02

Evaluation and 

Monitoring

Pilot: Intervention to 

improve off-city sites

Investigate on different approaches 

and effect on resilience building 

 Resilient Retreat Index

Rural potential?
Ecosystem services, space, time, creativity & 

incremental development options

Urban/Regional planning: 
Function of settlements (hierarchy, 

development corridors, decongestion,…)

 Envision the settlement without the ever-

present reference point Manila
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